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this occasion, "I have such a case before me; it concerns a rich
and noble couple; and hitherto has baffled all my skill. • The affair
belongs in part to your department, worthy Pastor, and your friend
here will forbear to mention it again.
"In the absence of a certain nobleman, some persons of the
house, in a frolic not entirely commendable, disguised a young
man in the master's clothes. The lady was to be imposed upon
by this deception ; and although it was described to me as nothing
but a joke, I ana much afraid the purpose of it was to lead this
noble and most amiable lady from the path of honour. Her hus-
band, however, unexpectedly returns; enters his chamber; thinks
he sees his spirit; and from that time falls into a melancholy
temper, firmly believing that his death is near.
*' He has now abandoned himself to men who pamper him
with religious ideas; and I see not how he is to be prevented
from going among the Herrnhuthers with his lady; and as he
has no children, from depriving his relations of the chief part of
his fortune."
"With his lady?" cried our friend, in great agitation; for
this story had affrighted him extremely.
" And alas !" replied the Doctor, who regarded Wilhelm's ex-
clamation only as the voice of common sympathy; '' this lady is
herself possessed with a deeper sorrow, which renders a removal
from the world desirable to her also. The same young man was
taking leave of her: she was not circumspect enough to hide a
nascent inclination towards him; the youth grew bolder, clasped
her in his arms, and pressed a large portrait of her husband, which
was set with diamonds, forcibly against her breast. She felt a
sharp pain, which gradually went off, leaving first a little redness,
then no trace at all. As a man, I am convinced that she has
nothing farther to reproach herself with, in this affair; as a phy-
sician, I am certain that this pressure could not have the smallest
ill effect. Yet she will not be persuaded that an induration is
not taking place in the part; and if you try to overcome her
notion by the evidence of feeling, she maintains, that though the
evil is away this moment, it will return the next. She conceives
that the disease will end in cancer; and thus her youth and love- -
liness be altogether lost to others and herself."
" Wretch that I am !" cried Wilhelm, striking his brow, and
rushing from the company into the fields, He had neter felt
himself in such a miserable case.

